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Summary  of  Statistics. 

City  and  County  Borough  of  Bath. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  statute  acres. 

Situation— Latitude  51"  23'  N.,  Longitude  2°  21'  W. 

Hlevatiou — Varies  from  50  feet  above  Sea  Level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath 
Avon  to  about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North. 

Mean  Elevation— 269  feet  above  Sea  Level. 

Geological  Formation— Oolitic  Clays  : Limestones  and  53ands ; Lias;  and  Gravel. 

Water — Constant  Service,  Corporation  Reservoirs. 

Capacity  61,250,000  gallons.  Moderately  hard,  spring  water. 

Average  daily  consumption,  1927,  25-98  gals,  per  head;  5 years,  1922-26,  22-73  Gals. 
Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage. 

Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  aud  cremated  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population  — 1921  Census,  68,300  (adjusted). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Census  1927,  14,642  (i.e.,  structurally  .separate  dwellings 
occupied  by  private  families). 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers.  Census  1921,  17,645. 


Years 


Marriage  Rates 
Ditto.  Death  Rates 

Rainfall  (Mean  of  60  yrs.,  1S66  - 1925,  30-82  ins.) 
Assessable  Value  in  December 
Rateable  Value  in  December  ...  ... 

Rates — Total  per  ... 

One  penny  Consolidated  Rate  produced  . 

,,  Poor  Rate,  etc.  ,, 

,,  District  Rate 

Total  nett  indebtedness 

Ditto.  ditto.  per  person 


Mean  of  Mean  of 


Marriages — Number  Registered 

Rate  per  1000  population  Bath 

Ditto.  England  audWales 

Births — Number  ..  ...  ...  Bath 

Rate  per  1000  population  ...  ,, 

Ditto.  ditto.  England  and  Wales 
Illegitimate  Births  per  1000  Infants  boru. 


Bath 


Deaths — Number — Bath  residents  (Civilians) 
Nett  Rate  per  1000  population 
Corrected  rate  for  age  and  sex 
Death  rate  ...  England  and  t 

Comparative  Mortality  Figure 


InfanTiee  Mortaeity—  ...  ...  Bath 

England  aud  Wales 
Illegitimate  Infants  (Bath) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 yrs.) 
Ditto.  Rate  per  1000  births  Bath 

Ditto.  Ditto.  Euglaud  and  Wales 


1927. 

1926. 

1921-25 

1916-20 

69920 

69000 

6R782 

68179 

69920 

69000 

68782 

63639 

38-57 

33-17 

30-16 

33-06 

439562 

440179 

421804 

4 1 1090 

449500 

449345 

424806 

414667 

12/- 

Il/lO 

123 

9/8 

1705 

1705 

1666 

1596 

1605 

15.33 

1033942 

895236 

660571 

567291 

14-19  - 8 

0 

0 

9 - 12  ■ 6 

8-4-0 

555 

544 

568 

610 

i5'9 

1 5-8 

16-4 

17-9 

15-7 

14-3 

15-7 

16-8 

814 

872 

1013 

995 

II-6 

I2'6 

14-7 

14-6 

i6'7 

17-8 

20*0 

20-1 

53 

42 

49 

81 

969 

945 

926 

923 

13-9 

13  7 

13-4 

14-5 

10-4 

10.2 

100 

I2'6 

12-3 

1 1*6 

12-2 

14-5 

846 

879 

S23 

870 

36 

58 

62 

61 

69 

70 

76 

91 

47 

27 

1 16 

93 

4 

7 

3 

4-9 

80 

3-27 

2-84 

6-3  I 

8-7 

9-0 

10-83 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS -continued. 


Years 

1927 

1926. 

Mean  of 

1921-25 

Mean  of 

1916-20 

Princii’AI,  CAUSE.S  OF  Dkath — Civilians  only— 

riilnionary  Tuberculosis 

52 

40 

43 

57 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

6 

3 

12 

'3 

Influenza  ... 

70 

13 

37 

46 

I’ueuniouia 

39 

37 

48 

60 

Bronchitis  ... 

72 

61 

62 

75 

Cancer 

125 

140 

122 

96 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Hemiplegia 

56 

66 

78 

68 

Heart  Disease 

134 

J46 

146 

'33 

Nephritis  ... 

38 

34 

28 

28 

i^enile  Decay 

70 

81 

74 

87 

Seven  principal  ‘’Zvinotic  Diseases” 

13 

20 

14 

iS 

Death-Rates  per  iooo  Popueation  from — 

0 62 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

074 

0-58 

0-90 

“ Other  Tuberculosis  ” 

0’09 

0*04 

o’i7 

O' 20 

Seven  principal  ‘‘  Zymotic  Diseases  ” 

0-19 

029 

020 

0'29 

Influenza  .. 

100 

019 

053 

o'73 

Pneumonia 

056 

0-54 

0 69 

095 

Bronchitis.. 

103 

0-88 

0.90 

IM9 

Other  Dis.  of  Respiratory  Organs 

o'i7 

O' 14 

0 12 

0 20 

Cancer 

179 

2-03 

177 

152 

Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods— 

63 

Under  i yeai 

29 

51 

59 

I to  5 3'ears 

26 

22 

18 

26 

Between  5 and  60  years 

255 

252 

253 

295 

Ovei  60  years 

659 

620 

592 

542 

Infectious  Disease — Cases  notified  (Civilians)— 

84 

Si 

Diphtheria... 

97 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

29S 

232 

113 

99 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

I 

3 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

15 

22 

22 

29 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

9 

10 

10 

12 

Puerperal  Fiver 

— 

2 

I 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

72 

74 

79 

138 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

24 

29 

17 

25 

Infectious  Disease — .attack  Rates  per  1,000  pop. 

0'28 

Diphtheria  ... 

1-39 

1*22 

129 

Scarlet  Fever 

4'26 

3-36 

1-63 

1-55 

Enteric  Fever 

o'o6 

001 

0-04 

o'c8 

Erysipelas 

021 

0-32 

032 

0 46 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

003 

0 02 

003 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0-17 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

I 03 

i'07 

I-I5 

2'17 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

o'34 

042 

0'24 

079 

Number  of  Deaths  from  — 

Diphtheria... 

5 

2 

2 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

I 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

-- 

— 

— 

I 

Erysipelas  ... 

I 

3 

I 

I 

Measles 

— 

4 

4 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

5 

4 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

I 

2 

Death-Rates  per  iooo  Population  from — 

Diphtheria... 

0‘07 

0-03 

003 

0 09 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.06 

003 

OOI 

OOI 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

O'Ot 

0*01 

Erysipelas  ... 

0 01 

. 0'04 

0 02 

O.OI 

Measles 

. 

006 

005 

005 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

007 

005 

0 08 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

002 

003 

Vaccination — Percentage  of  Infants  vaccinated  ... 

23* 

19 

21 

22 

•Jan.  to  June  only. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aedermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Report  which,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I have  now 
the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration  is  an  Ordinary 
Report  as  distinct  from  the  more  comprehensive  Survey  Report 
to  be  issued  at  five  yearly  intervals.  For  the  most  part  it  is  a 
summary  of  work  done  in  connection  with  municipal  health  act- 
ivities and  a record  of  vital  statistics. 

A nation’s  health  is  the  complex  resultant  of  many  diverse 
factors.  Statistical  information  in  regard  to  particular  diseases, 
especially  if  they  relate  to  small  populations,  show  irregular 
fluctuations  and  apparent  set- backs  from  time  to  time,  but  the 
general  tendency  in  the  direction  of  continuous  improvement 
during  recent  years  has  been  truly  remarkable.  One  aspect  of 
this  is  shewn  in  our  own  vital  statistics,  no  less  than  in  those  of  the 
country  as  a whole,  by  a lowered  death-rate,  a steady  decline  in 
the  mortality  from  tuberculosis,  and  an  enormous  reduction  of 
infant  mortality.  Another  is  suggested  by  some  extremely  in- 
teresting figures  given  on  page  31  of  my  School  Report,  where  it 
is  made  clear  that  in  six  years  the  number  of  defective  children 
found  in  all  groups  at  routine  medical  inspection  had  decreased 
from  3r  per  cent,  to  18  per  cent.,  and  of  defective  entrants  from 
27  per  cent,  to  14  per  cent.  A third,  which  cannot  so  easily  be 
expressed  in  figures,  is  the  way  in  which  more  intelligent  and  en- 
lightened views  in  regard  to  public  health  are  gradually  and 
unquestionably  spreading  throughout  the  community.  Everything 
indeed  points  to  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  many  difficulties  we  are 
slowly  but  surely  learning  how  to  solve  the  problem  of  “husband- 
ing and  strengthening  the  normal  physique  of  the  people  as  a 
whole  in  order  that  life  may  be  happier,  more  satisfying,  and 
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more  productive ’’(Sir  George  Newman).  Although  we  have  very 
far  to  go  yet,  we  have  already  accomplished  what,  a hundred 
years  ago,  would  have  been  considered  impossible. 


An  event  of  considerable  importance  to  the  staffs  concerned 
was  the  reconstruction  of  the  new  premises  at  Blue  Coat  House 
for  the  use  of  the  Health,  School  Medical,  and  Kducatioii  Depart-, 
ments.  The  Health  Office  was  moved  from  the  Guildhall  to  the 
new  offices  on  October  3rd,  1927.  It  is  permissible  to  add  that 
the  efforts  made  by  the  Council  to  provide  more  suitable  and  more 
adequate  accommodation  for  the  Health  services  have  been  fully 
appreciated.  Reference  to  the  new  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  first  used  on  November  29th  and  fornwng  part  of  the 
scheme,  is  made  elsewhere. 

I have  again  the  pleasant  duty  of  expressing  my  thanks  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  various  Committees  concerned 
with  Public  Health  work  for  the  sympathetic  consideration  they 
have  always  given  to  suggestions  brought  before  them,  and  to  the 
whole  of  the  Health  Office  Staff  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  way  in 
which  they  have  carried  on  the  work  of  the  Department. 

I remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  F.  BLACKETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bath,  July,  1928. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF,  Dec.  1927. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with 
the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Name  Qii  ilifications,  Nature  of  Appointment 

etc. 


Dr.  J.  h'.  Blackett  W.  * a.  M.O.H.  & Supt.  Statutory  Hospital. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Thomas  W.  * a.  Deputy  M.O.H. 


Dr.  Norah  D.  Pinkerton 
W.  *k. 

Dr.  O. A. G. Collins  b. 

Sir  E.  H.  Cook  P.  c. 


Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

Consulting  Medical  Officer,  Statutory 

Hospital. 

City  Analyst  and  Inspector  of  Electric 
Light  and  Gas  Examiner 


Mr.  W.  A.  Craven  W.  * d.  e.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector 

undet  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  Shops  Acts,  and 
Inspector  of  Dairies. 

Miss  L.  H.  Lane  W.  f.  Matron  Statutory  Hospital. 

Miss  E.  Axten  W.  * f.  h.  Health  Visitor. 


Mrs.  G.  Inman  W.  * f-g  j- 
Miss  I.  Nash  W.  * i.  g. 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Rose  W.  *f.  i. 
Mr.  W.  T.  Blake  W.  d.  e. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Elliott  W.  d.  e. 
Mr.  S.D.  Hawkins  W. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Piing  W. 
MissE.M.  Bartlett  W. 

Mr,  G.  Clement  W. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Waterson  P. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto  (Tuberculosis). 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Chief  Clerk 
Assistant  Clerk 
do. 
do. 


W.  ■ Whole  Time.  P.  - Part  Time. 

* Contribution  to  Salary  (usually  50%)  made  by  Exchequer  Grants. 

a.  M.D.  (Loud  ),  D.P.H. 

b.  B.A.,  B.C.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

c.  n.vSc.,F.I.C.,  E.C.S. 

d.  Certified  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

e.  Certified  as  Meat  Inspector. 

f.  Fully  Trained  Nurse. 

g.  Registered  Midwife. 

h.  Certificate  of  London  Obstetrical  Society. 

i.  Ex-Queen’s  Nurse 

j.  Certificate  of  luc.  Society  Trained  Masseuses. 

k.  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  B.Sc. 
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Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath, 
for  the  Year  1927. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

The  City  of  Bath  is  a County  Borough,  with  an  area  of  5,152 
acres.  The  population  according  to  the  Census  figures  of  1921 
was  68,300,  and  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  be 
69,920  at  the  middle  of  1927.  As  the  corresponding  figure  for  1926 
was  69,000,  there  has  been  an  apparent  increase  of  920  in  a year. 
Annual  estimates  of  the  mid  year  population  are  based  on  cal- 
culations involving  a number  of  factors.  Taking  the  country  as 
a whole,  the  results  are  probably  substantially  correct,  but  I doubt 
their  accuracy  in  regard  to  our  own  City.  The  fact  that  deaths 
exceeded  births  by  155  and  that  the  number  of  children  of  school 
age  recorded  by  the  Attendance  Officers  as  leaving  the  City  ex- 
ceed the  number  coming  in  by  269,  are  indications  rather 
of  decrease  than  increase.  The  point  is  of  some  importance, 
because  of  the  bearing  it  has  on  certain  vital  statistics  which  are 
expressed  in  terms  of  rates. 

Although  Bath  is  to  a great  extent  a residential  rather  than 
an  industrial  city,  there  are  several  large  works  in  which  engineer- 
ing, cabinet  making,  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  and  other  industries 
are  carried  on, 
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Details  ill  regard  to  the  number  of  houses  and  families,  to- 
gether with  much  other  statistical  information,  may  be  found  in 
the  Summary  ou  pages  4 and  5. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  are  given  in 


the  form  suggested  in 

the  Ministry  of  Health’s 

Circular  No.  834- 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Births  Legitimate 

• • 771 

414 

357 

Births  Illegitimate 

• • 43 

n 

26 

Birth  Rate  ii'6 

Deaths 

. . 969 

405 

564 

Death  Rate  10  4 

No.  of  women  dying 

in,  or  in 

From  Sepsis  Nil. 

consequence  of. 

childbirth 

From  other  causes  1. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate,  35  ; Illegitimate.  47  ; Total  36. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . Nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  4 


Vital  Statistics.  A detailed  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  for 
1927  and  for  several  previous  years  is  given  on 
pages  4 and  5.  The  birth-rate  (116  per  1,000  population)  has 
again  fallen  and  is  the  lowest  on  record.  It  is  ninch  lower  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  (16.7). 

The  corrected  death-rate  ( 10-4)  is  very  nearly  the  same  as 
that  for  1926  (10  2)  and  is  definitely  less  than  that  of  England  and 
Wales  (i2‘3).  In  spite  of  the  smaller  number  of  births,  the  infant 
mortality,  i.e.,  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  for  every  1,000 
births,  has  reached  a new  record  for  lowness.  The  rate  lor 
England  and  Wales  was  69— that  for  Bath,  36.  (For  the  10  years, 
1891-1900,  the  average  for  the  City  was  130). 

Except  for  the  continued  relatively  high  incidence  of  a mild 
type  of  scarlet  fever  (see  page  20)  and  a sudden  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  (see  page  18),  the  amount  of  sickness  and  invalidity  has 
pot  been  specially  noteworthy. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Fever.  Statutory  Fever  Hospital,  Clavertou  Down.  53ee  page  23. 

Small-pox.  No  accomino'iation  at  a special  siuall-pox  hospital 
was  available  during  1927,  but  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  a joiut  scheme  with  the  Wilts  County  Council  was  under 
discussion.  The  arrangements  have  since  been  virtually  com- 
pleted. See  also  page  21. 

Tuberculosis.  Wiusle}’  Sanatorium.  14  beds  allocated  for  City 
patients.  See  page  26. 

Bath,  Somerset  and  Wilts,  Central  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hos- 
pital, Combe  Park,  Bath.  See  page  26. 

A few  beds  are  also  available  for  children  and  for  adults  suff- 
ering from  nou-pulmonary  tuberculosis  at  other  recognised  insti- 
tutions. See  page  26. 

Maternity.  Rivers  Street  Maternity  Home.  5 beds.  See  page  31 

Children.  T he  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  See  pages  26  and  34. 

Royal  United  Hospital  — in  connection  with  School 
Medical  Seivice,  and  out-patient  treatment  of  crippling  defects  of 
in.^ants  (page  34). 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  (School  Medical  Service^. 

Eye  Infirmary  (School  Medical  Service). 

Venereal  Disease.  Special  Clinic  at  Royal  United  Hospital,  with 

in-patient  treatment  if  necessary.  See  page  28. 

The  Authority  accepts  complete  financial  responsibility  for 
the  Fever  Hospital,  the  Maternity  Home,  and  for  14  beds  at 
Winsley  Sanatorium.  At  the  other  institutions  payment  is  made 
at  an  agreed  rate  for  actual  services  rendered.  A Government 
grant  of  50  per  cent,  is  received  in  respect  of  Tuberculosis,  the 
Maternity  Home,  and  the  School  Medical  Service.  The  grant  in 
the  case  of  Venereal  Disease  is  73  per  cent. 
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Institutional  Treatment  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  illegitimate 

infants  and 

homeless  children,  ma}-^  be  provided  the  Guardians,  by  the 
Bath  Vigilance  and  Rescue  Association  at  12  Walcot  Parade,  or 
by  the  Salvation  Army  Home  for  Women  and  Girls  at  3 Abbey 
Street. 

Ambulance  Facilities,  (a)  Infectious  Cases.  Two  horse  ambu- 
lances are  owned  by  the  City  for  use  in 
cases  of  infectious  diseases,  (b)  Non-infectious  and  accident 
cases.  The  City  Council  and  the  St.John  Ambulance  Association 
each  have  a motor  ambulance  which  is  available  for  ordinary 
cases  at  reasonable  charges. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Days  and  Times  of  Attendance. 


Infant  Welfare 

See 

also 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wed’day 

Thursday 

F riday 

Saturday 

pjifire 

Centres  : — 

Rosewell  House 

33 

2.30—4 

2.30-4 

Walcot  . . 

33 

2.30-4 

Oldfield  Park 

33 

2.30—4 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

30 

2.30—4 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare 

Dental  Clinic 

34 

10 — 12 

Tuberculosis — 

Dispensary 
Artificial  Sunlight 

26 

10—5 

2.30-8 

Treatment  .. 

27 

By  appointment 

Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic — Men 

28 

5—6-30 

5-6.30 

Women 

5—6-30 

School  Clinics — 

Inspection 

. . 

2—430 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

10—12 

Eye 

• * 

10.30 
and  3.45 

Dental  . . 

Ear,  Nose  & Throat ; 

10—5 

10—5 

10—5 

10—5 

10-5 

Rosewell  House  . . 

• • 

930 

930 

9-30 

930 

9-30 

9-30 

Royal  United  Hos. 

2.30 

Ear,  Nose  & T.  Hus 

930 

Minor  Ailments  Cli’c 

2— d-30 

2—4.30 

2-4.30 

2—4.30 

2-430 

9.30— II 

Orthopaedic  : — 

Rosewell  House  . . 

, , 

2.30—4 

Royal  United  Hos. 

Daily  by  appointment. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  Bath. 


H 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  I”  connection  with  mid- 
wifery this  is  undertaken 
liy  the  City  Midvvives  (See  page  31).  The  services  of  the  District 
Nurses  are  foitunately  available  when  necessary  in  cases  of  Oph- 
thalmia Neonatorum.  For  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  see  page  21.  Patients  suffering  from  Cancer  may  have 
musing  facililie.s  provided  at  the  cost  of  the  Council.  Bxcept  as 
above,  no  arrangements  are  made  by  the  Health  Committee  for 
nursing  cases  of  ordinary  sickness  or  of  infectious  diseases  in  the 
home. 

The  Bath  District  Nursing  Institute,  which  is  affiliated  to  the 
Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  was  founded  in  1886 
to  provide  skilled  nursing  for  the  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes, 
and  carries  on  very  valuable  work  of  this  kind.  It  is  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions.  During  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1928,  six  nurses  paid  24,305  visits  to  657  patients. 

Midwives.  The  Council  is  entirely  responsible  financially  for 
four  District  Midwives  and  also  for  those  working 
at  the  City  Maternity  Home  at  Rivers  Street.  No  subsidy  is 
given  to  any  others.  The  total  number  of  midwives  practising 
in  the  area  during  1927  was  22.  For  an  account  of  their  work 
reference  should  be  made  to  page  30. 

Registration  of  Maternity  Homes.  See  page  34. 

Legislation  in  Force.  To  the  list  of  Local  Acts,  Orders  and  so 

forth  given  in  my  1925  Report,  pages  19-21, 
and  1926  Report,  page  13,  add  the  following  Bye-laws  : — 

P'ouling  of  footways  by  dogs,  1926. 

Fbnission  of  Black  Smoke,  1927. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply.  An  ample  supply  was  available  throughout  the 
year.  The  Waterworks  Committee  had  under 
consideration  comprehensive  schemes  for  improving  the  facilities 
available,  more  particu’arly  in  connection  with  the  higher  levels. 
As  a final  decision  has  not  yet  been  reached,  a description  of  the 
suggested  extensions  is  deferred. 


15 


Rivers  and  Streams.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any 

action  during  the  year  (nor  for  several 
years)  with  regard  to  pollution. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  sewage  of  the 

City  is  dealt  with  by  a combined  water- 
carriage  system,  which  in  the  first  place  conveys  it  to  the  Pump- 
ing Station  at  Twerton.  From  there  it  passes  through  a 30  in. 
main  for  a distance  of  over  five  miles  to  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  Saltford.  No  special  extensions  have  taken  place  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  further  interesting  results  have  been  obtained  in 
connection  with  the  City  Engineer’s  experimental  work  with  a 
new  chlorinating  process. 


Closet  Accommodation.  An  adequate  system  of  water  closets  is 

in  use  iii  nearly  the  whole  area.  Only 
in  outlying  districts  are  there  a few  earth  closets  and  cesspools. 


Scavenging.  Arrangements  are  made  to  collect  refuse  once  a 
w’eek  from  every  house  in  the  City,  generally  by 
means  of  covered  electric  vehicles.  It  is  then  conveyed  to  the 
Destructor  Works  in  the  Upper  Bristol  Road  and  burnt.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  it  has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to  enforce  the 
general  use  of  portable  covered  metal  dustbins. 


Smoke  Abatement.  The  Council  took  advantage  of  the  passing 

of  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement) 
Act  of  1926  to  make  a Bye  Law  relating  to  the  emission  of  black 
smoke.  The  difficulties  previously  exi.sting  in  regard  to  time 
limits  will  be  much  less  in  future  as  a result  of  the  following 
provision  which  is  contained  in  the  Bye  Law  : — “ The  emission 
of  black  smoke  for  a period  of  two  minutes  in  the  aggregate 
within  any  continuous  period  of  thirty  minutes  from  any  building 
other  than  a private  dwelling-house  shall  until  the  contrary  is 
proved  be  presumed  to  be  a nuisance.” 
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Although  this  problem  may  be  one  of  rather  less  urgency  in 
Bath  than  in  some  industrial  towns,  it  is  in  no  sense  one  which 
we  can  afford  to  neglect.  There  are  tall  chimneys  in  our  own 
City  which  can  be  seen  periodically  to  belch  forth  volumes  of 
dense  smoke — and  amongst  the  owners  of  such  chimneys  the 
Council  itself  must  be  included.  With  the  devices  of  modern 
science  now  available,  this  could  be  and  ought  to  be  avoided. 

Premises  & Occupations  controlled  by  Bye-laws  & Regulations. 

The  position  is  that  which  was  described  in  previous  Reports. 

Schools.  Matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  Schools  are 
referred  to  in  my  Report  to  the  Education  Authority. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1927 

(rt)  Total 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

I.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses,  Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or 
the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading), 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 


330 

232 

24 


3831 


94 

6 


404 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  irit/tout  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

. Number  of  Defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Docal 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . . . . 31 

(The  figure  refers  only  to  houses  where  extensive  repairs  were 
carried  out). 

3-  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  1927. 

B Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . . . . . . . . 370 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  by  Owners  . . , . . , 370 

ib)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owmers  Nil 

C Proceedings  under  sections  ii,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(i)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 


the  making  of  Closing  Orders  . . . , 3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  . . . . i 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . , . Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ..  ..  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  given  by  the  Chief  Inspector 
that  a considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  during  1927  in  con- 
nection with  this  important  matter.  The  figures  are  to  be  found 
on  pages  37  to  46  and  deserve  careful  study. 
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The  1925  Regulations  dealing  with  Preservatives  in  Food 
came  into  force  for  the  most  part  on  January  ist,  1927.  Certain 
sections  were  deferred  for  six,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months 
respectively.  No  practical  difficulties  arose  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  these  Regulations. 

Meat  inspections  which,  under  the  1924  Regulations,  take  up 
a good  deal  of  the  Inspectors’  time,  proceeded  satisfactorily,  and 
the  new  Bj  e-law  in  regard  to  the  mechanical  killer  for  slaughter- 
ing worked  smoothly.  The  question  of  applying  the  Bye-law  to 
sheep  was  deferred  till  192S. 

Food  Poisoning. 

At  the  beginning  of  August  certain  districts  in  the  west  of 
the  City  shared  in  a sudden  widespread  and  serious  outbreak  of 
poisoning,  the  source  of  which  was  traced  to  a neighbouring  area. 
A thorough  investigation  was  made  b}’  the  Authority  concerned, 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  by  ourselves,  and  the  results  re- 
ported to  the  Health  Committee  at  the  time.  A brief  summary 
of  the  facts  should,  however,  be  included  here. 

On  'August  7th  in  one  part  of  the  City,  and  on  the  Sth  in 
another,  many  people  suffered  from  gastro-intestinal  disturbances 
sufficiently  severe  for  medical  aid  to  be  needed.  It  soon  became 
evident  that  in  every  case  the  patient  had  eaten  ice-cream  pur- 
chased from  a particular  dealer,  who  travelled  round  the  district 
with  a motor  cycle  and  sidecar.  Including  outside  areas,  probablj^ 
not  less  than  3C0  of  his  customers  were  affected,  and  of  these, 
some  50  or  60  lived  in  Bath.  With  one  exception,  a Bath  child, 
all  recovered.  Several  patients  were  taken  to  the  Royal  United 
and  other  Hospitals,  and  five  were  admitted  to  the  Statutory 
Hospital.  The  symptoms  were  well  defined  and  varied  little  except 
in  intensity. 

It  seemed  clear  that  the  outbreak  was  due  to  infection  of  the 
ice-cream  with  Aertrycke’s  bacillus.*  The  evidence  was  as  follows  : 

(a)  There  was  exact  correspondence  in  regard  to  time 
and  place  between  the  routes  taken  by  the  dealer  and 
the  epidemic.  Although  not  all  customers  became 
patients,  all  patients  had  been  customers. 
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(b)  Aertrycke’s  bacillus  (the'“  imitton  ” variety)  was  re- 
covered from  the  blood  of  one  patient  three  or  four 
days  after  onset  of  symptonis. 

(c)  Presence  of  Aeitrycke’s  bacillus  was  demonstrated  in 
a sample  of  the  suspected  ice-cream  which  remained 
unsold. 

(d)  Organisms  of  Salmonella  group  were  found  in  intes- 
tinal contents  of  child  who  died. 

(e)  Samples  of  faeces  of  two  patients  admitted  to  the  Statu- 
tory Hospital  contained  Aertrycke’s  bacillus  in  abund- 
ance. 

(f)  Specific  serological  reaction  to  Aertrycke’s  bacillus 
was  found  in  blood  taken  from  a patient  twelve  days 
after  onset. 

The  way  in  which  the  ice-cream  became  contaminated  could 
not  be  determined  with  certainty.  Both  the  milk  supply  and  the 
general  methods  of  preparation  seemed  to  be  satisfactory  and  no 
occurrences  of  a similar  kind  were  discovered,  either  before  or 
since,  with  which  the  oulbieak  might  be  linked  up. 

• NOTE. — The  chief  food  poisoning  bacilli  belong  to  the  SaJinonella 
Group.  Included  in  this  group  is  Aertr)cke’s  bacillus,  of  which  two  types 
are  known,  the  “ Mutton  ” and  the  *•  Newport  ” type.  No  inember  of  the 
Group  is  found,  either  in  human  beings,  or  in  food,  under  ordiuaiy  circum- 
stances. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

An  analysis  of  notifications  received  and  cases  removed  to 
Hospital  during  1927  in  relation  to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patients 
is  given  on  page  5.  On  page  47,  notifications,  attack-rates, 
deaths  and  death-rates,  of  the  principal  diseases  are  summarised 
and  the  figures  compared  with  similar  ones  for  previous  years. 
Further  details  in  regard  to  particular  diseases  are  given  below, 
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Disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  bj'^  patients  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diplitheria  is  carried  out  as  soon 
as  the  patient  is  removed  to  Hospital,  or  is  stated  by  the  doctor  to 
have  recovered.  Routine  disinfection  is  also  undertaken  in  con- 
nection with  tuberculosis.  Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons 
and  disinfection  of  clothing  infested  with  vermin  are  provided  at 
the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Destructor  Works.  There  are  two 
points  I desire  to  emphasize  in  connection  with  disinfection. 
Simply  to  spray  a room  with  formalin  is  of  little  value  unless  a 
thorough  cleansing  down  with  soap  and  water,  wherever  this  is 
possible,  is  carried  out  at  the  same  time.  This  is  always  explained 
to  householders.  The  second  point  is  that  as  regards  the  ordinary 
intectious  diseases  of  this  country,  by  far  the  most  important 
factor  in  determining  control  is  personal  proximity  and  not  the 
room  or  a material  object.  The  duty  of  insisting  on  proper 
isolation  of  an  affected  child,  which  parents  owe  to  other  members 
of  the  community,  is  sometimes  seriously  neglected  through  an 
inadequate  appreciation  of  this  fact. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  again  abnor- 
mally high  (298).  As  in  1926,  they  were  for  the 
most  part  of  a mild,  and  in  many  instances  of  an  anomalous  type. 
There  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  point  of  heaviest  incidence  has 
been  passed  and  that  there  will  now  be  a diminution  in  numbers. 
Four  deaths  w^ere  attributed  to  Scarlet  Fever,  a case  mortality  of 

The  Dick  test  has  not  been  used  in  the  Health  Department. 
The  specific  serum  for  Scarlet  Fever  is  alwaj'^s  available  at  the 
Statutory  Hospital,  but  our  experience  has  not  yet  been  suffici- 
ent to  justify  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  its  value. 

Diphtheria.  This  disease,  which  for  some  time  had  been  rela- 
tively uncommon,  resumed  a more  average  incidence 
during  1927.  The  luimber  is  increased  somewhat  by  our  practice 
of  encouraging  the  notification  and  isolation  in  Hospital  of  cases 
of  sore  throat  in  which  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  is  based  rather 
on  the  presence  of  the  specific  bacillus  than  by  severe  clinical 
symptoms.  This  is  done  with  the  object  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 


Antitoxin  is  always  available  at  the  Health  Office  for  use  by 
private  practitioners  and  is  supplied  free  of  charge  in  suitable 
cases.  200,000  units  in  all  were  distributed  during  1927.  Immun- 
isation by  means  of  toxin-antitoxin,  or  other  similar  injections, 
was  not  used  during  the  year. 


Small-pox.  The  continual  prevalence  of  this  disease,  even  though 
in  a mild  form,  in  so  many  parts  of  the  country  again 
gave  us  much  anxiety.  The  Statutory  Hospital  was  working 
near  to  its  limits  with  other  diseases  and  a case  of  small-pox 
would  have  meant  a great  deal  of  disorganisation.  Fortunately 
none  occurred.  It  is  a great  relief  to  be  able  to  add  that  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  negotiations  were  begun  with  the  Wilts. 
County  Council  for  a joint  scheme.  This  has,  in  effect  matured 
and  will  be  described  next  year  when  the  details  will  have  been 
worked  out. 


Vaccination.  No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small- 
pox) Regulations,  1917. 


Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  Four  cases  were  notified.  In  each 

instance  it  seemed  probable  that  the 
infection  originated  outside  the  City.  All  recovered. 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Twelve  cases  of  Puer- 
peral Pyrexia  were 

notified  under  the  Regulations  which  came  into  force  on  ist 
October,  1926.  No  cases  were  notified  as  Puerperal  Fever.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

A scheme  has  been  drawn  up  under  the  new  Regulations  and 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  It  includes 
the  provision,  where  necessary,  of  Hospital  accommodation,  extra 
nursing,  and  pathological  examinations. 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 

'riie  City  umlcrtnkes  the  following  pathological  examinations 
free  of  charge  for  private  practitioners: — (a)  Diphtheria  Swabs, 
(b)  blood  and  other  material  in  sin-pected  Typhoid,  (c^  Sputum  for 
Tubercle  I’acillns,  and  (d)  Blood  .specimens  and  slides  in  sus- 
pected Venereal  Disease. 

A considerable  number  of  investigations  are  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  Statutory  Hospital  and  the  School  Clinic. 


Pathological  Examinations.  The  following  table  indicates  the 

nature  and  extent  of  the  examina- 
tions made  during  1927  and  also  the  places  where  they  were 
undertaken  : — 


Examinations  for 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

b.  Diphtheria  Bacillus  . . 

120 

766 

886 

b.  do.  Virulence 

— 

I 

I 

ab.  Gonococcus 

• • 

48 

b.  Spirochetes 

— 

— 

— 

a.  Wassermann  Reaction 

80 

b.  'Pyphoid  . . 

0 

12 

15 

c.  Tubercle  Bacillus 

d.  Ringworm  Fungus  . . 

b.  Urine  Analysis 

2 

b.  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

b.  Food  Poisoning  Bacilli 

I 

2 

3 

n.  Bristol  University  Pathological  Department. 

l>.  Bath  Central  Laborator}'. 

c.  Somerset  County  Laboratory. 

d.  School  Clinic. 

* Exact  numbers  not  available.  In  the  case  of  tubercle,  spu- 
tum from  all  new  cases  at  the  dispensary  is  examined  as 
far  as  possible,  and  51  examinations  were  made  at  the 
rerpiest  of  private  practitioners. 
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STATUTORY  HOSPITAL. 

This  Hospital  is  situated  on  Claverton  Down  about  a mile 
from  the  Combe  Down  tram  terminus.  The  grounds  are  al)OUt 
eight  acres  in  extent. 

About  70  patients  can  be  accommodated  in  case  of  need,  though 
the  air  space  available  would  not  then  be  satisfactory. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  Superintend- 
ent and  is  also  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  the  patients. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  the  Hospital  shall  be  as 
generally  useful  to  the  community  as  possible  and  in  so  far  as  the 
accommodation  allows,  cases  of  infectious  disease  other  than 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  admitted.  The  present  build- 
ings, however,  permit  much  less  latitude  in  this  respect  than  is 
desirable. 

Infectious  cases  from  the  Bath  Rural  District  and  from  the 
Guardians  are  admitted  for  treatment  at  charges  agreed  upon 
between  the  Authorities  concerned. 

Provisional  plans  for  the  projected  new  buildings  received 
careful  consideration  by  the  Committee  and  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  definite  progress  in  regard  to  the  scheme  took  place 
during  the  year. 


Hospital  Statistics.  January  ist  to  December  31st,  1927. 


Number. 

Deaths. 

Mortality, 

Cases  admitted  as 

City. 

Rural. 

City.  Rural. 

Rate. 

Diphtheria 

86 

24 

5 — 

4 5 

Scarlet  Fever 

247 

38 

3 

1. 1 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— — 

Measles 

I 

— 

— — 

German  Measles  . . 

I 

— 

— — 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

— 

— — 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

— 

— — 
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Diagnosis : — 

Changed  from  Diphtheria  to  Scarlet  Fever  . . 3 

,,  ,,  Measles  to  Scarlet  Fever  ..  i 

Not  confirmed  or  doubtful  : — 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . 6 

Scarlet  Fever  . . , . • • 9 

Average  daily  number  of  patients  for  year,  42. 

Highest  daily  average  for  any  one  month,  59  in  June. 

Lowest  daily  average  for  any  one  month,  30  in  December. 

Return  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Careful  enquiry  in  regard  to  this 

matter  has  again  been  made.  (A 
return  case  is  defined  aibitrarily  as  one  admitted  to  Hospital  with  - 
in  four  weeks  of  the  discharge  of  another  to  the  same  house). 
The  enquiry  covered  all  City  ca.sts  (247)  admitted  during  the  year 
and  was  cairied  on  to  the  end  of  March,  1928. 

There  were  29  houses  in  which  multiple  cases  occurred: — 

4 cases  in  each  of  2 houses. 

3 1>  >t  I)  n 9 •> 

2 ».  ,1  ,,  ,, 

A total  of  71  cases. 

Seven  of  these  were  return  cases  as  defined  above  and  the 
details  are  as  follows.  In  the  others  the  question  of  “return”did 
not  arise. 

Interval  in  days  between  discharge  of  one 

patient  and  admittance  of  another.  4,  (5),  8,  14,  21,  22,  27 

Day  of  disease  of  supposed  infecting  case 

when  discharged  ..  ..  38.  (7O.  49.  42,  5L  35.  38 

Days  in  Hospital  of  supposed 

infecting  case  ..  ..  36-  (69),  44,  4c,  49,  32,  36 

In  the  second  instance  discharge  took  place  against  our  advice 

and,  excluding  this,  our  return  rate  is,  therefore,  2 4%. 

A study  of  these  figuies  and  a reference  to  the  extracts  given 
below  seem  to  show  that  our  methods  are  followed  by  results  which 
compare  favourably  with  those  obtained  elsewhere. 


“ Return  cases  occur  in  connection  with  about  2,%  of  all 

scarlatina  patients  discharged  from  our  hospitals and  we 

cannot  expect  to  diminish  them  by  prolonging  the  period  of 
isolation.”  Ker’s  Manual  of  Fevers,  1922. 

“ The  entire  prevention  ot  such  ‘ return  cases  ’ even  -by  the 
exercise  of  every  possible  care,  seems  impossible  in  practice.” 
Parkes  and  Kenwood,  Hygiene  and  Public  Health. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notifications.  96  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  This 
is  7 less  than  in  1926.  Of  these,  72  were  pulmon- 
ary and  24  non-pulnionar}’.  The  continued  diminution  of 
pulmonary  cases  is  of  much  interest, — 72  in  1927  compares  with 
74  in  1926,  an  average  of  79  in  1921-25,  and  of  138  in  1916-20. 

An  analysis  according  to  age  and  sex  is  given  on  page  47. 

« 

Of  the  96  cases  notified,  20  (18  pulmonary)  had  died  by  31st 
March.  1928,  12  within  three  months  of  notification.  29  of  them 
were  included  among  admissions  to  sanatoria  during  the  year,  28 
to  Winsley  and  i elsewhere. 

Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  during  1927  was  58  (pulmonary 
52  ; non-pulmonaiy  6),  This  is  rather  above  the 
average  for  recent  years.  The  figures  are  anah  sed  on  page  48 
and  comparisons  with  other  years  made  on  page  5. 

Eight  of  the  55  patients  who  died  in  the  City  (there  were 
three  ‘‘inward  transfers”)  had  not  been  notified.  All  but  two 
were  pulmonary.  Enquiries  were  made  in  all  cases.  In  six  of 
them  the  disease  was  of  long  standing  and  the  doctor  in  attend- 
ance at  the  time  of  death  thought  that  they  had  previously  been 
notified.  In  one  the  condition  was  only  discovered  at  operation 
just  before  death,  and  in  one  the  omission  was  due  to  inadvert- 
ence, although  the  case  was  known  to  the  Health  Office.  Prior 
notification  had  been  received  in  85  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  (85  per- 
cent. in  1926). 
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The  Dispensary  at  26,  Charles  Street  is  administered  entirely  by 
the  Somerset  County  Council,  one  of  whose 
Medical  Officers  attends  every  Monday  and  Friday.  It  is  at  the 
service  of  all  Cit}'  cases,  insured  and  non-insured,  and  also  for  a 
few  County  patients  living  outside  the  boundary.  The  whole 
cost  is  charged  to  the  City,  except  that  in  respect  of  County  cases 
a pro  rata  deduction  based  on  attendances  is  made.  Attendances 
for  1927  were  as  follows  : — 

Bath  County 
Patients.  Patients. 

New  Cases  ..  ..  399  70 

Return  Visits  . . 1909  369 

Milk  (and  occasionally  other  food)  is  distributed  to  necess- 
itous cases  at  the  Council’s  expense. 

During  the  year  the  City  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid 
2,082  effective  visits,  as  well  as  being  in  regular  attendance  with 
the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Dispensary. 

SanatofiiiiTi  Treatment.  The  Council  has  purchased  and  main- 
tains 14  beds  at  the  Winsley  Sanatorium.  This 
Institution,  for  cases  of  early  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  adults,  is 
reserved  almost  exclusively  for  patients  from  Wiltshire,  Bath  and 
Bristol. 

In  addition  to  this,  eight  beds  are  now  available  for  all  types 
of  tuberculous  disease  in  children  and  three  for  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  in  adults,  in  institutions  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  the  purpose.  Children  suffering  from  crippling 
defects  due  to  tuberculosis  are  sent  to  the  Combe  Park  Orthopae- 
dic Hospital.  During  1927,  42  patients  were  discharged  from 
Winsley  on  completion  of  treatment,  10  from  Combe  Park,  two 
from  children’s  sanatoria  at  Fleet  and  Heath  End,  and  two  from 
the  Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital  at  Margate. 

The  Winsley  patients  were  classified  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  that  institution  on  discharge  as  follows  : — 

Fit  for  work  . . 20 

Improved  . . 14 

Not  improved  , . 7 

One  patient  died  at  the  Sanatorium. 
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No  residential  accommodation  for  cases  of  advanced  tubercul- 
•osis  is  provided  under  the  City  scheme,  but  two  special  wards  are 
set  apart  at  the  Guardians’  Institution  at  Frome  Road  House  for 
such  patients.  On  the  average,  about  6 beds  were  in  occupation 
during  1927. 

A certain  number  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are 
also  treated  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital.  No  contribution  is 
made  through  the  Health  Committee  either  to  the  Guardians  or 
to  the  Hospital. 

<}eneral  Observations.  The  Tuberculosis  Voluntary  Care  Com- 
mittee again  met  regularly  during  the 
year  and  proved  to  be  a valuable  adjunct  to  other  activities.  The 
Council  has  much  reason  to  be  grateful  for  the  quiet,  but  constant 
and  very  helpiul  v\ork  being  carried  on  by  the  voluntary  workers, 
who  devote  so  much  of  their  time  in  the  interests  of  sufferers 
from  tuberculosis.  A special  report  is  issued  at  half-yearly 
intervals. 

Artificial  Light  Treatment,  given  under  medical  supervision  at 
the  City  Bathing  Establishment,  was  continued  during  1927.  Of  the 
19  patients  who  received  treatment,  ii  underwent  a course  for  the 
first  time,  the  others  having  had  previous  similar  courses.  Thir- 
teen were  under  16  years  of  age,  four  between  16  and  30,  and  two 
over  30.  Our  experience  confirms  the  great  value  of  ultra-violet 
rays  in  certain  cases,  but  again  suggested  the  need  for  careful 
selection  and  rigorous  supervision. 

A scheme  for  the  provision  of  Dental  treatment  was  completed 
but  no  actual  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925.  No  formal  use 
was  made  of  the  power  given  under  Section  158  of  the 
Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925.  the  provisions  of  which  are  similar 
to  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  but  the  knowledge 
that  it  was  available  was  again  of  value. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Uuder  the  Council’s  scheme  provision  is  made  for  free  treat- 
ment at  the  Royal  United  Hospital.  Three  Clinics  were  held 
each  week  from  5 to  6.30  p.m.,  on  Tuesdays  for  women,  and  on 
Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  men.  Treatment  can  also  be  obtained 
at  any  other  time,  night  or  day,  if  necessary.  The  cases  dealt 
w’ith  are  mainly  those  from  Bath  and  from  the  neighbouring 
parts  of  Somerset  and  Wilts.  The  Hospital  pays  all  expenses  and 
makes  a pro  rata  charge  on  an  agreed  scale  to  the  Authorities 
concerned,  the  City’s  share  during  the  year  ending  March  31st, 
1928,  being  65  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Records  of  attendances  and  so  forth  are  kept  in  such  a way 
that  a detailed  analysis  can  be  made  at  the  end  of  each  year. 
The  figures  relating  to  1927  show  that  there  has  been  a definite 
increase  in  the  number  of  both  men  and  women  under  treatment 
for  gonorrhoea.  In  addition,  the  average  number  of  attendances 
made  by  each  patient  suffering  from  this  disease  has  also  increased. 
Far  too  many  patients  still  discontinue  treatment  before  they  are 
considered  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  be  cured.  In  syphilis  and 
gonorrhoea  the  disease  is  not  eradicated  as  soon  as  the  symptoms 
cease  to  be  obvious,  but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  induce  patients 
to  realise  this  most  important  fact. 

The  following  figures  for  1927  are  of  interest.  The  corres- 
ponding averages  for  1926  and  for  the  previous  five  years  are 
added  for  comparison  : — 

Average 


1927. 

1926. 

1921-25 

Number  of  new  patients 

Total  number  of  out-patient  at- 

84 

6r 

97 

ten  dances 

1131 

663 

1262 

^Average  cost  of  each  attendance 

5/3 

7/7 

8/6 

Total  number  “in-patient  days” 
Number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan  sub- 

109 

122 

34 

stitutes  . . 

2CO 

139 

264 

NOTES— 75  per  cent,  of  cost  i.s  repaid  by  Government  grant. 

♦Year  ending  31st  March,  1928. 

All  the  above  figures  refer  to  Bath  onl}’. 

For  details  as  to  number  of  pathological  examinations  made  .see 
page  22. 

A very  small  number  of  Bath  patients  treated  at  Clinics  elsewhere 
are  not  included. 


CANCER. 

Under  the  Council’s  scheme,  which  was  described  in  my 
Report  for  1925,  21  patients  received  assistance  during  1927. 
Six  of  these  were  on  our  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  in- 
cluding one  at  the  Forbes  Fraser  Hospital  where  she  remained 
until  her  death  in  February. 

In  18  cases  the  cost  of  home  nursing,  undertaken  by  the  staff 
of  the  District  Nursing  Institute,  was  paid  for  by  the  Council  at 
an  agreed  rate  of  pd.  per  visit.  The  total  visits  amounted  to  1,553, 
but  the  number  varied  from  23  to  227  in  individual  instances.  In 
none  of  these  cases  was  the  patient  in  a position  to  pay  nursing 
fees,  nor  was  insurance  money  available  for  the  purpose.  Twelve 
patients  were  supplied  with  drugs  or  dressings ; and  15  died 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Although  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  fact  that  the  Council 
is  prepared  to  provide  hospital  accommodation,  no  application  for 
this  was  received.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
assistance  given  in  other  ways  was  of  real  help  to  patients  and  to 
those  upon  whom  they  were  dependent. 

It  will  be  noticed  elsewhere  that  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Cancer  amongst  Bath  residents  was  125.  as  compared  with  140  in 
1926. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Council’s  complete  scheme  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  includes  an  Ante  natal  Clinic,  the  supervision  of  Mid- 
wives, a district  Midwifery  Service,  a Maternity  Home,  a Health 
Visiting  Department,  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  the  Provision  of 
Milk  to  Mothers  and  Children,  a Dental  Service,  and  schemes  for 
dealing  with  crippling  defects,  with  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
(page  50),  and  with  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
(page  21  j.  The  paragraphs  which  follow  include  a summary  of 
the  work  done  during  1927. 
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ANTE -NATAL  CLINIC. 


The  Clinic  is  held  on  Monday  afternoons  at  the  Rivers  Street 
Maternity  Home.  Once  more  there  was  a definite  and  gratifying 
addition  to  the  total  nnmber  of  expectant  mothers  attending. 
Expressed  as  a percentage  of  all  birtlis  registered  in  the  City,  the 
number  increased  from  23  per  cent,  in  1926  to  30  per  cent,  in  1927. 

During  the  year  48  sessions  were  held,  246  new  patients  were 
seen,  and  a total  of  504  attendances  were  made.  In  addition,  the 
City  Midwives  paid  1,321  visits  to  the  homes  of  expectant  mothers. 

A detailed  report  of  the  work  done  during  1927  was  presented 
to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 


The  Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Acts  is 
the  City  Council  which  acts  through  its  Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Committee. 

During  1927  the  number  of  Midwives  signifying  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  city  was  22.  Three  of  them  had  been  “in  prac- 
tice in  1901”.  Eight  worked  solely  in  connection  with  public 
institutions. 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  all  midwives  was  591. 
Six  attended  more  than  60  each  and  seven  less  than  10  each.  On 
360  occasions  no  doctor  was  present.  A doctor  was  previously  en- 
gaged in  51  cases,  and  was  called  in  owing  to  some  emergency  for 
the  remaining  180. 

Altogether,  a doctor  was  called  in  under  the  Rules  of  the  Cen- 
tral Midwives  Board  on  202  occasions  for  various  emergencies  in 
connection  with  births  and  miscarriages.  These  emergencies  may 
be  grouped  as  follows;  — 


MIDWIVES. 


Complications  of  labour  . . 
Ante-natal  conditions 
Post  natal  condition  of  mother 
Unsatisfactory  condition  of  child 
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No  serious  breach  of  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  during  the  year. 
Certain  minor  irregnlarities  occur  from  time  to  time  and  these  are 
dealt  with  in  an  appropriate  manner. 

All  practising  midwives  are  visited  at  intervals  and  their 
work  kept  under  supervision  by  the  City  Medical  Staff. 

City  Midwives.  Four  midwives  are  employed  by  the  Maternity 
Department  of  the  District  Nursing  Institute  to 
attend  patients  in  their  own  homes.  During  the  year  they  attend- 
ed 360  cases.  The  fees  obtained  do  not  cover  the  salaries  and 
other  expenses  envolved.  The  deficit,  which  is  paid  by  the  City 
Council,  is  subject  to  a 50  per  cent.  Government  grant.  A few 
cases  in  the  outlying  parts  at  Combe  Down  and  Odd  Down  are 
attended  by  the  Combe  Down  Nursing  Association’s  midwife  on 
the  financial  responsibility  of  the' Council. 

Net  subsidy  required  from  rates  : — 

1927.  1926.  Average  1923-25. 

Year  ending  31st  March  ;^223'^  .^211 

* This  figure  now  includes  the  payment  made  to  the  Combe  Down  Nursing 

Association. 

Midwifery  Fees  paid  to  Doctors  under  Election  14  of  the  Midwives 

Act,  I 9 I 8.  The  approximate 
liability  incurred  was  £2";^,  and  the  amount  recovered  from 
patients  about  ;^i2i. 

MATERNITY  HOME. 

The  City  Maternity  Home  at  44,  Rivers  Street  is  carried  on  in 
conjunction  with  the  Bath  District  Nursing  Institute.  The  deficit 
in  working  expenses  is  borne  by  the  City  Council,  but  is  subject 
to  a government  grant  of  50  per  cent.  There  are  five  beds  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Superintendent. 
Patients  are  attended  by  resident  midwives  and  where  necessary 
by  their  own  doctors.  Fees  are  charged  in  accordance  with  the 
patients  ability  to  pay.  As  a result  of  the  work  of  the  Ante-natal 
Clinic,  not  only  are  more  patients  being  admitted  on  purely  med- 
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ical  grounds  for  actual  confinement,  but  many  now  come  in  for 
treatment  or  observation  during  the  last  stages  of  pregnancy. 
This  is  a most  encouraging  sign  of  progress.  There  is  indeed 
little  doubt  that  before  long  the  Committee  will  have  to  take  into 
consideration  the  question  of  replacing  the  present  admittedly 


inadequate  accommodation  by  a new 
the  purpose  on  modern  lines. 

Maternity  Home 

built  for 

The  following  figures  give  an  idea  of  the  work  done  during 

1927 

1927.  1926. 

Number  of  cases  admitted 

106 

92 

Average  stay  in  days  . . 

..  i6i 

Average  number  in  Home  each  day 

4'5 

4 

^Percentage  of  total  cost  contributed 

by  patients  42 

53 

*Net  cost  to  rates 

• • £2>o?> 

;^24I 

'^Year  ending  31st  March. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 

There  are  three  whole-time  Health  Visitors,  each  of  whom 
has  charge  of  one  of  the  three  districts  into  which  the  City  is 
divided  for  this  purpose.  Each  Visitor  also  attends  at  least  once 
a week  at  one  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  on  the  day  allotted 
to  the  children  from  her  area.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  educa- 
tional value  of  home  visiting  can  be  a factor  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance in  connection  with  the  reduction  of  infant  mortalit}'^  and 
the  improvement  of  the  health  of  the  community  as  a whole. 

The  visits  paid  during  1927  were  follows: — 


To  children  under  one  year  . . , . 4777 

To  children  between  one  and  two. . . . 2158 

To  children  over  two  . . . . . . 3570 

Others  . . . . . . . . 901 


11406 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


The  close  co-operalion  l)etweeii  the  City  Council  and  the 
Bath  Infant  Welfare  Association  has  continued  during  1927  and 
the  previous  high  level  of  work  has  been  well  inaintaind.  The 
medical  work  at  all  the  Clinics  is  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Med- 
ical Officers.  A special  Report  is  published  by  the  Association 
each  year. 

An  important  event,  which  it  is  hoped  will  have  far  reaching 
effects  for  good,  was  the  removal  of  the  Rosewell  House  Clinic 
in  November  to  the  new  and  larger  premises  at  Bine  Coat  House. 
These  were  specially  built  and  equipped  for  the  purpose  and  are 
likel)'  to  meet  onr  needs  for  many  years. 


Some  figures  for  1927  are  as  follows : — 


Rosewell 

Walcot. 

Oldfield  Park. 

House. 

(Snow  Hill.) 

(Baptist  Chapel. 

Date  opened 

Nov.,  1913 

Feb.,  1918 

June,  1919. 

Clinic  afternoons 

Tues,  Fri. 

Thurs. 

Wednesday. 

Number  of  Sessions 

93 

48 

47 

Attendances  of  children 

2880 

1871 

1498 

New  cases  included  in 
above 

264 

95 

131 

Average  attendance  of 
Infants  per  session 

31-0 

389 

3i‘9 

This  table  shows  that  there  were  6,249  attendances  at  188 
sessions,  an  average  of  33  2 per  .session.  (In  1926,  the  figures  were 
5896,  188,  and  31-3). 


There  is  no  Day  Nursery  Bath. 

SUPPLY  OF  MILK  TO  NECESSITOUS  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN. 

Practically  all  milk  is  supplied  through  the  Infant  Welfare 
and  Ante-natal  Clinics.  Careful  investigations  into  the  financial 
circumstances  of  applicants  are  made,  both  at  the  Clinics  and 
again  at  the  Health  Office.  Although  a certain  amount  of  dried 
milk  is  included,  most  of  that  distributed  is  Grade  A (Tuberculin 
tested.) 
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The  following  figures  are  of  interest : — 

Average 


1927. 

1926. 

1921-25 

Average  daily  number  of  individuals 

receiving  milk 

1 10 

100 

90 

Free 

. 109 

99 

86 

Half-price 

. I 

I 

4 

Average  daily  number  of  “ free  pints  ” 

115 

108 

92 

Approximate  cost  for  year  ending 

31st  March  following 

/518 

£626 

;^505 

* i.e,,  couiiUng  I5  pints  at  half  price  as  f pint,  aiul  so  on.  Half  the  cost 
is  repaid  by  Government  grant. 

Orthopaedics,  ^'he  following  figures  refer  to  non-tuberculous  in- 
fants below  school  age  dealt  with  under  the  Mat- 
ernitj'  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  during  1927  : — 

Patients  receiving  residential  treatment  at  Combe  Park.  4 
Attendances  at  After-Care  Clinic.  ..  •■97 

Attendances  at  Massage  Clinic.  . . . . 64 

A more  complete  account  of  our  orthopaedic  woi'k  may  be 
found  in  1113  Report  to  the  Education  Authority  for  1927,  pages 
15—18. 

Dental  Service.  By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee 
the  School  Dental  Department  is  available  for 
the  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  The  first 
patient  was  seen  on  December  3rd,  and  the  Saturday  morning 
sessions  are  now  a permanent  part  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee’s  scheme.  It  is  not  intended  to  confine  the 
advantages  to  those  expectant  mothers  who  attend  theCit3^  Ante- 
natal Clinic.  As  far  as  nursing  mothers  are  concerned,  however, 
it  is  probable  that  nearly  all  will  be  sent  on  from  the  Infant  Wel- 
fare Centres. 

Registration  of  Maternity  Homes.  Under  the  Midwives  and 

Maternity  Homes  Act  of 
1926  the  registration  of  all  Maternity  Homes  in  England  and 
Wales  is  compulsory,  but  the  actual  procedure  in  Bath  has  so  far 
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been  carried  out  under  similar  provisions  in  Part  IX.  of  the  Bath 
Corporation  Act,  1925.  Local  action  in  this  matter  was  in 
advance  of  general  legislation  and  came  into  force  on  January  isl, 
1926.  (As  from  July  ist,  1928,  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration 
Act  of  1927  antoniatically  repeals  Pait  II.  of  the  Midwives  and 
Maternit}^  Homes  Act,  1926,  and  so  much  of  any  Local  Act  as 
provides  for  the  registration  of  maternity  homes  ) 

At  the  heginning  of  1927,  seven  Homes  were  on  our  books. 
During  the  year  two  more  were  added,  one  was  removed  on 
ceasing  to  he  a Maternity  Home,  and  in  one  there  was  a transfer 
of  ownership.  On  December  31st,  therefore,  the  register  contained 
the  names  of  eight  Homes.  No  applications  were  refused  and 
there  were  no  appeals.  The  City  Maternity  Home  at  Rivers 
Street  and  the  Forbes  Fraser  Hospital  are  exempt  from  registration 
under  the  Bath  Act. 

Three  of  the  8 registrations  are  in  respect  of  ordinary  Nursing 
Homes  where  maternity  cases  are  occasionally  admitted.  The 
other  five  refer  to  small  maternity  homes,  the  number  of  patients 
in  which  should  not  exceed  4,  3,  3,  i and  i respectively. 

Since  the  powers  conferred  by  the  Act  have  become  operative, 
they  have  enabled  the  Committee  to  prevent  two  unsuitable 
houses  from  being  used  for  confinements  and  to  impose  necessary 
restrictions  which  would  not  otherwise  have  been  possible  in  the 
case  of  another.  In  addition,  the  Act  is  of  great  value  because  it 
ensures  that  all  Homes  are  conducted  on  satisfactory  lines  and  are 
subject  to  supervision  on  behalf  of  the  Authority. 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  ACT.  1926. 

The  Maternit}'  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  a Local 
Authorit)%  although  naturally  interested  in  the  general  question 
of  adoption,  has  no  specific  responsibilit}’  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  1926  Act.  Under  Section  8,  however,  the 
*•  Court  ” (which  may  be  a Couit  of  sumniar}'  jurisdiction)  “ shall 
appoint  some  person  or  body  to  act  as  guardian  ad  litem  of  the 
infant  upon  the  hearing  of  the  application  with  the  duty  of  safe- 
guarding the  interests  of  the  intaut  before  the  Court.”  After 
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careful  consideration  the  Bath  Justices  requested  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  to  act  in  this  capacity  for  a year  as 
an  experiment,  and  the  Committee  consented.  In  effect,  this  has 
meant  that  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I have  personally  invest- 
igated every  case  coming  before  the  Magistrates  and  have  made  a 
written  report  covering  a great  variety  of  points  about  which 
information  is  required.  This  report  is  usually  submitted  to  the 
Court  by  the  Town  Clerk.  As  matters  of  this  kind  are  strictly 
confidential,  the  Maternity  Committee  does  not  ask  for  names  of 
cases,  but  accepts  a general  statement  of  work  done.  The  pro- 
cedure’appears  to  be  satisfactory — partl}\  no  doubt,  because  the 
records  both  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  of  the  School  Medical 
Department  are  available  to  me.  The  following  notes  of  the  first 
5'ear’s  experience  are  of  interest: — 

Sixteen  children  (involving  fourteen  homes  of  adopters)  were 
referred  to  me  through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee. In  every  case  the  child  was  actually  living  with  the 
proposed  adopter  or  adopters,  and  the  application  was  designed  to 
give  legal  sanction  to  a state  of  affairs  already  in  existence. 
There  seemed  no  reason  to  suggest  refusal  or  even  an  interim 
order  in  any  instance  and  all  the  applications  were,  in  fact,  grant- 
ed by  the  Magistrates.  In  one  case  the  grandmother  applied  in 
respect  of  two  children,  but  in  all  the  others  the  application  was 
made  jointly  by  husband  and  wife.  In  one  case  the  husband,  and 
in  another  the  wife,  was  the  actual  parent  of  the  child  concerned. 
Nine  of  the  children  were  illegitimate  and  seven  legitimate.  In 
the  case  of  eight  children  (4  of  them  illegitimate)  adoption  was 
desired  by  relatives,  and  in  the  remaining  eight  (5  illegitimate) 
there  was  no  relationship. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

For  the  Year,  1927. 

In  submitting  a statement  of  Sanitary  work  carried  out 
for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc.,  during  the  year  1927,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  have  summarised  theparticulars  as  tar  as  practicable 

W.  A.  CRAVEN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK.  Etc.  1927. 


No.  of  inspections,  re-inspections,  visits  of  inquiry,  etc. 

14922 

> ♦ 

,,  of  Slaughter-houses 

. . 

3515 

♦ > 

,,  ,,  Butchers’  Shops,  Food  Stores,  &c. 

964 

M 

,,  OfiFensive  Trade  Premises  . . 

98 

M 

, „ Dairies,  Cowsheds  & Milk-shops 

571 

) » 

,,  Common  Lodging-houses  . . 

223 

,,  „ Canal  Boats 

24 

,,  ,,  Factories,  Workshops,  etc. 

626 

> > 

,,  ,,  Out-workers’  Premises 

14 

„ Houses  in  Flood  Area 

413 

,,  ,,  ,,  after  infectious  disease 

462 

y \ 

,,  ,,  „ infested  with  Vermin 

14 

„ „ Tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc. 

12 

yy 

„ on  receipt  of  Application  for  a 

Council  House 

137 

yy 

,,  ,,  Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

48 

yy 

,,  „ Piggeries,  etc.  . . 

151 

y y 

,,  under  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 

628 

y y 

,,  „ Shops’  Act 

142 

yy 

„ „ Increase  of  Rent,  &c..  Acts 

2 

y y 

,,  ,,  Destructive  Insects  & Pests  Acts 

6 

yy 

Smoke  observations  made  . . 

49 

yy 

„ nuisances  abated 

4 

yy 

Preliminary  Notices  served  . . 

475 

yy 

Statutory  Notices  ,, 

20 

yy 

Notices  requiring  cleansing  of  premises, . 

^33 

>1 

„ ,,  ash-bins  to  be  provided 

23 

3^ 

No.  of  Notice.s  requiring;  manure  pits  to  be  provided  . . 5 

,,  removal  of  manure,  &c.  . . 16 

,,  ,,  lime-washing  of  Slaughter- houses  39 

,,  ,,  Dairies,  &c.  . . 104 

,,  ,,  ,,  Common  Dodging  houses  8 

,,  ,,  Closure  of  Cellar-dwellings  . . 2 

,,  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  . . 16 

,,  ,,  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925,  re  inflation 

of  carcases  ..  ..  18 

smoke  or  other  tests  applied  to  drains  . . . . 515 

new  drains  laid  . . . . , . . . 105 

drains  partially  reconstructed  . . . . 246 

new  W.C.s  erected  . . . . . . 63 

additional  W.C.s  provided  . . . . . . 18 

defective  drains,  soil  pipes,  &c  , remedied  . . 266 

„ wells  repaired  . . . , . . 2 

nuisances  from  defective  W.C.s  and  urinals  abated  224 

rain-water  pipes,  &c.,  do.  172 

roofs,  walls,  &c.  do.  494 

dish-troughs,  lavatories,  &c.  176 

waste  pipes,  &c.  abated  126 

paving  and  floors,  do.  172 


,.  ,,  yards  and  outbuildings 

do 

131 

,,  „ cesspools 

do. 

4 

,,  ,,  ventilation  of  premises 

do. 

35 

,,  overcrowded  premises 

do. 

52 

. ,,  animals 

do. 

106 

,,  offensive  accumulations 

do. 

70 

in 

Common  Dodging  houses 

do. 

5 

in 

Slaughter-houses 

do. 

7 

in 

Dairies,  &c. 

do. 

7 

in 

Factories,  Workshops,  &c. 

do. 

95 

Water  storage  cisterns  aboli.shed 
Premises  provided  with  proper  water  supply 
Samples  of  water  analysed 

Premises,  etc.,  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
,,  cleansed,  lime-washed,  etc. 

„ supplied  with  disinfectants  after  floods 

complaints  referred  to  other  Departments 
Miscellaneous  works  not  classified  above 


i8 

30 

10 

520 

183 

360 

68 

192 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  & CREAM)  REGULATIONS, 

1912  and  1917. 

Report  foi  the  Year  ending  31st  December  1927. 

(1)  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved. 

(a)  No.  of  samples  examined  for  the  presence  of 

a preseivative  . ..  ..  ..  ..  Milk  90 

Cream  ii 

(b)  No.  in  which  a preservative  was  reported  to 

be  present  . . . . . . . . . . nil 

(2)  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instairces  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
anal3'sis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  labels  as  to  preser- 
vative were  correct  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

(1)  Correct  statements  made  . . . . . . 13 

(2)  Statements  incorrect  ..  ..  ..  ..  nil. 


(3)  Percentage  of  Preservatives  found  in  each  sample. 


No.  I 

Per  cent. 

contained  o'4  Boric  Acid. 

Per  cent. 

No.  7 contained  0'04  Boric 

,,  2 

)) 

0-23 

„ 8 

005 

•.  3 

99 

015 

..  9 

„ 018 

M 4 

)t 

0-20 

,,  10 

i»  n 3^  >> 

5 

99 

o'o6  ,, 

,,  II 

0-12 

6 

99 

0-25 

Statement  on  Statutorj'  label  Preserved  Cream  contain- 
ing Boric  Acid  not  exceeding  0-5  per  cent.” 

Two  of  the  samples  which  were  sold  and  labelled  as  “Pre- 
served Cream  ’’  were  free  from  Chemical  preservative,  and  the 
majority  of  the  samples  contained  considerably  le.ss  than  the  per- 
mitted amount. 

(4)  Determination  of  milk  fat  in  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  — 

(1)  Above  35  per  cent.  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

(2)  Below  35  per  cent.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  nil. 

The  milk  fat  ranged  from  46  6 per  cent,  to  69-3  per  cent,  and 

the  average  percentage  was  60  3. 

Determination  of  milk  fat  in  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved 
Cream — 

(1)  Above  35  per  cent.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ]o 

(2)  Below  35  per  cent. 


I 
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The  sample  below  35  per  cent,  was  an  imported  tinned  cream 
and  contained  24'65  per  cent,  of  milk  fat. 

The  percentage  of  milk  fat  in  the  ten  samples  containing  over 
35  per  cent,  ranged  from  52’27  to  6976  per  cent,  and  the  average 
was  62  25  per  cent. 

Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  leqniremeuts  as  to 
labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V.  (i)  and 
the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been 
observed — . . . . . . . . . . . . . . nil. 

Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  regulations  have  not 
been  complied  with,  and  action  taken — . . . . . . nil. 

All  I he  samples  of  cream  and  preserved  cream  were  free  from 
artificial  thickening  and  colouring  matter. 

Under  section  I.  (i)  of  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives  etc. 
in  Food)  Regulations,  1925,  which  became  operative  on  January 
1st,  1928,  the  addition  of  any  preseivative  01  thickening  substance 
to  Cream  is  illegal. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK) 
REGULATIONS.  1923. 

Under  the  above  Regulations  six  samples  were  obtained  and 
submitted  for  analysis,  viz.— one  sample  of  full  cream,  unsweet- 
ened, two  of  full  cream,  sweetened,  and  three  of  machine  skimmed 
sweetened.  The  “full  cream”  samples  contained  the  necessary 
9 per  cent,  of  milk  fat  and  31  per  cent,  of  total  milk  solids.  The 
“ machine  skimmed  ” samples  contained  26  per  cent,  of  milk  solids 
as  required  by  the  Regulations.  All  were  certified  as  free  from 
tin  and  other  metallic  contamination  and  were  free  from  chemical 
preservatives.  The  receptacles  were  properly  labelled  and  con- 
tained the  necessary  descriptive  declaration  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations. 

The  (Condensed  Milk)  Amendment  Regulations  1927,  which 
prescribe  the  amended  manner  of  labelling  etc.,  become  operative 
on  I St  September,  1928. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Under  the  above  Acts  224  samples  were  obtained  and  submit- 
ted for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  who  certified  219  genuine 
and  5 adulterated. 

The  numbers  of  samples  taken  during  the  previous  five 
years  were: — 1926—210;  1925— 130;  1924 — 116;  1923  — 116; 

1922 — 107. 

The  articles  analysed  were  : — Baking  powder,  i ; Butter,  32  ; 
Chutney,  i ; Coffee,  i ; Coffee  extract,  5 ; Condensed  milk,  6 ; 
Confectioner3^  4 ; Cream  (not  preserved),  10  ; Cream  (Preserved), 
13  ; Dried  fruit,  i ; Egg  substitute,  i ; Fish  paste.  5 ; Fruit  jelly, 
2 ; Ginger  wine,  2 ; Ground  rice,  i ; Honey,  3 : Jam,  7 ; Lard,  4 ; 
Lime  juice  cordial,  3 ; Margarine,  3 ; Marmalade,  3 ; Meat  paste, 
8 ; Milk,  90  ; Pickles.  4 ; Preserved  fruit,  4 ; Rennet,  i ; Sausages, 
6 ; Suet.  I ; Vinegar,  i. 

The  average  percentage  of  fat  contained  in  the  90  samples  of 
milk  was  3'93%,  and  the  average  of  solids  not  fat  was  875,  giving 
an  average  of  total  solids  of  i2'68%,  which  is  above  the  standard 
of  ii'5%  (3^  fat  and  8 5%  other  solids)  laid  down  by  the  Sale  of 
Milk  Regulations.  Five  samples  of  milk  were  certified  as  ‘‘adul- 
terated by  fat  abstraction,”  the  deficiency  ranged  from  2^44  to  2 84 
the  average  being  2 8%.  All  the  milk  samples  were  free  from 
artificial  colouring  and  chemical  preservative. 

Five  samples  of  “Grade  A”  (Tuberculin  tested)  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  number  of  bac- 
teria present  ranged  from  700  to  24,200  per  cubic  centimetre  ; (the 
number  stated  in  the  Regulations  must  not  exceed  200,000  per 
c c.).  Bacillus  Coli  was  absent  in  i/io  c c.,  and  all  the  samples 
were  well  above  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Regulations. 

In  addition  to  the  above  90  samples  of  milk,  89  were  taken 
“ informally  ” and  examined  for  the  presence  of  dirt.  The  test 
shows  in  a visible  and  convincing  way  the  cleanliness  of  the 
farmer  in  the  milking  of  the  cows,  and  the  carefulness  of  the 
treatment  of  the  milk  by  the  dairyman.  Where  a sample  was 
found  to  contain  an  undue  amount  of  sediment  the  vendor’s 
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attention  wa-i  called  to  the  fact  and  he  was  informed  that  in  the 
event  of  a further  sample  being  found  dirty  the  matter  would  be 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee.  This  invariably  brought 
about  a marked  improvement  and  I believe  there  is  a general 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Fanners  and  Dairymen  to  supply  clean 
milk  of  good  quality. 

Thirty-two  samples  of  butter  were  analysed  and  of  that 
number  only  one  contained  preservative  (boric  acid  to  the 
extent  of  or  20  grains  per  lb.,  the  amount  allowed  being 

0 5%  ov  35  grains  per  lb.). 

The  three  samples  of  Margarine  were  free  from  preservative. 
All  were  free  from  excess  moisture. 

The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  irr  Food)  Regulations 
r925,  canre  into  operaliorr  otr  Jarruary  ist,  1927,  arrd  the  following 
samples  were  exaurirred  for  the  preserrceof  preservatives;  Pickles 
(5).  These  Were  free  from  preservatives,  poisorrotrs  rrretals,  arrd 
were  of  the  nature  described.  Fish  arrd  meat  pastes  (13).  Free 
from  preservatives  arrd  starch  fillers.  Jatrr,  etc.,  (15)  contairred 
no  preservative,  free  from  foreign  fruit  arrd  vegetables  and  anilirre 
dyes.  Sausage  (b).  Three  were  free  from  preservative,  arrd  three 
contairred  srrlphite  but  rrot  in  excess  of  the  permitted  amourrt  of 
450  parts  per  million.  Preserved  arrd  dried  fruits  (5),  Lime  Juice 
cordial  (3),  Coffee  extract  (5),  Rennet  (t)  and  Egg  substitute  (i j 
were  all  iir  conformity  with  the  Acts  and  Regirlations. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

No.  of  Cornmorr  Lodging  houses  otr  the  Register 
,,  Lodgers  accommodated  nightly 
,.  Irrspecliorrs  of  Prentises 
„ Notices  to  Litnewash 

,,  Defects  found  and  r emedied 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


1920. 

Jan.  1927. 

Dec.  t 

Registered 

19 

18 

iS 

Licetrsed 

2 

3 

3 

21 

21 

21 

119 

22  s 

*"  o 
8 
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No.  in  regular  use  . . . . . . . . 19 

No.  of  notificaliou.s  of  change  of  occupier  . . . . nil. 

,,  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  3515 

,,  Notices  to  Lime-wash,  &c.  . . . . . . 39 

,,  ,,  remedy  defects  . . . . . . 10 

No.  closed  or  discontinued  during  the  year  . . . . nil. 

License  renewed  during  the  year  , . . . . . i 

INCREASE  OF  RENT.  &c..  ACTS.  1920  and  1923. 

No.  of  applications  for  certificates  received  ..  ..  2 

,,  ,,  withdrawn  . . . . 2 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS.  1877  and  1884. 

The  inspection  and  re-inspection  of  Canal  boats  during  1927 
was  confined  to  the  two  or  three  local  r argo-cari yiug  boats  ; no 
boat  from  any  other  district  was  seen  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  inspections  was  24.  The  boats  were  clean,  in 
good  repair  and  in  other  re.-pects  complied  with  the  Regulations. 
As  shoi  t journeys  only  are  made  by  the  boats  they  are  not  reg- 
ularly used  as  dwellings. 

The  number  of  boats  on  the  Register  remains  unchanged,  55, 
but  very  few  of  these  are  in  use  or  can  be  traced. 

No.  of  boats  which  cannot  be  traced  46 
,,  ,,  in  use,  or  available  9 

,,  inspections  24 

There  were  no  infringements  of  the  Acts  or  Regulations. 

No  infectious  disease  occurred  on  any  boat  nor  w'as  it  necess- 
ary to  detain  any  boat  for  cleansing  or  disinfection. 

FACTORIES.  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 


No.  of  inspections — Factories  . . . . . . 44 

,,  Workshops  . . . , . . 395 

,.  Workplaces  . . . . . . 187 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ..  ..  ..  ••33 

ventilation  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 

Over-crowding  ..  .,  ..  j 
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Drainage  of  floors 

• 

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  .sanitary  accommodation 

19 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

• • 

I 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

• • 

I 

Other  nuisances 

• 

29 

Notices  of  occupation  received  from  H.M. 

Inspector 

26 

Notices  of  sanitary  defects 

(in  factories) 

5 

M M 

(in  workshops) 

7 

Uists  of  Out-workers  received 

• • 

• • 

12 

No  of  Out-workers  on  lists 

• • 

• • 

32 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT.  1919. 

The  investigation  of  complaints  and  assistance  given  in  the 
extermination  ot  rats  under  the  above  Act  are  now  routine 
matters  and  almost  every  week  has  become  a “ Rat  Week.”  In 
my  opinion  it  is  useless  to  make  spasmodic  efforts  to  clear  a dis- 
trict of  rats  or  to  confine  the  work  of  extermination  to  one  “*Rat 
Week  ” especially  in  an  old  City  where  there  are  still  existant 
considerable  lengths  of  old  stone  sewers  and  drains  which,  in 
many  cases,  are  unknown  until  rats  make  their  appearance. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  and  investigations  made 
during  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Complaints. 

Inspections. 

1923 

92 

397 

1924 

107 

416 

1925 

79 

298 

1926 

114 

439 

1927 

165 

628 

During  the  National  Rat  Week,  Oct.  31st  to  Nov.  5th,  1927 
the  number  of  complaints  received  was  above  the  average,  pro- 
bably due  to  the  publicity  given  to  the  matter  by  the  Press. 
Sixteen  complaints  were  received  and  these  related  to  47  various 
premises.  In  14  cases  the  rats  were  found  to  come  from  defective 
drains  or  .sewers.  Two  extra  men  from  the  Surveyor’s  department 
were  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  sewers  and 
tracing  defects  which,  when  found,  were  remedied.  Where 
private  drains  were  found  defective,  notices  were  served  on  the 
owners  and  the  necessary  works  were  carried  out  under  th$ 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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The  frequent  rise  of  the  river  duiing  the  latter  part  of  the 
3’ear,  drove  the  rats  to  find  fresh  outlets,  and  premises  where  rats 
were  rareh’,  if  ever,  seen,  became  infested  In  these  cases  after 
the  “runs”  had  been  traced  poison  baits  were  used  with  very 
good  results.  In  one  warehouse  27  dead  rats  were  found  in  two 
days.  Poison,  when  used  intelligently  and  systematically  has 
proved  very  successful,  and  the  most  efficacious  for  general  use 
has  been  found  to  be  that  manufactured  by  a Reading  chemist. 

In  several  instances  gas  rockets  or  tubes  of  sulphur  dioxide 
proved  most  satisfactory.  Where  these  have  been  used  and  the 
inlets  have  been  stopped,  the  rats  have  not  made  their  reappear- 
ance. 

Trapping,  unless  carried  out  very  carefully  and  persistently 
has  not  much  to  recommend  it  ; it  is  perhaps,  useful  in  dealing 
with  stray  rats  after  gas  or  poison  baits  have  been  used. 

The  works  carried  out  at  various  times  do  much  to  improve 
conditions  but  sustained  efforts  by  the  Public  must  be  made  if 
there  is  to  be  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the  number  of  rats. 
There  are  many  people  who  do  not  yet  realise  their  responsibility 
under  the  Act  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  occupier  of  any  pre- 
mises to  take  steps  for  preventing  such  premises  becoming 
infested  with  rats  or  mice.  While  there  are  those  who  are  doing 
their  best  to  exterminate  rats,  there  are  others  who  disregard  the 
presence  of  one  or  two,  allow  their  premises  to  become  over- run 
and  consider  their  duty  ended  when  they  have  made  a complaint 
to  the  Local  Authority. 
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LIST  OF  FOOD 

CONDEMNED 

AND  DESTROYED  AS 

BEING 

DISEASED,  UNSOUND,  ETC. 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

1927. 

Meat 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Fish 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Beef  (fresh)  . . 

8.754 

Cod 

156 

Beef  (chilled) 

1,912 

Codling  (dried)  . . 

488 

M utton  . . 

327 

Fillets  (smoked). . 

214 

Lamb 

29 

Haddock  (dried). . 

Veal 

41 

Haddock  (fresh).. 

1 12 

Veal  (imported) 

14 

Herrings  . . 

620 

Pork 

2,764 

Mixed  Fish 

120 

Suet 

82 

Plaice 

240 

‘ 

Prawns 

48 

Total  Weight — 
6 tons.  4 cwt.,  I 

Whiling 
Total  Weight — 

. - I ton  2 cwt.,  0 qr 

360 

qr.,  7 lbs. 

, 10  lbs. 

Fruit  & Vegetables. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Miscellaneous 

Apples 

3.357 

Tinned  Fruit  (no.  tins) 

16 

Apricots  . . 

H 

,,  meat  paste  ,, 

14 

Cherries.. 

24 

„ corned  beef  ,. 

12 

Pears 

4256 

Eggs  (number) 

2400 

Potatoes  (old) 

25,088 

Partridges 

6 

,,  (new)  . . 

484 

Turkeys  . . 

12 

Plums  . . 

540 

Tomatoes 

1,992 

Total  Weight  — 

15  tons,  19  cwt.,  0 qr, 

.,  27  lbs. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL  DURING  THE  YEAR  1927. 
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CITY  OF  BATH. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year,  ending,  31st  December  1927. 

DEATHS  IN  whole  district  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 
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HEATHS  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 


Rainfall  ^ Temperatures 


BIRTHS,  DEATHS  UNDER  I YEAR  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1927. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Births 

431 

383 

814 

414 

357 

771 

17 

26 

43 

Deaths  (under  i year)  ... 

20 

9 

29  • 

19 

8 

27 

I 

T 

2 

Infantile  Mortality 

46 

23 

36 

46 

22 

35 

59 

38 

47 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

At  Hosp. 

9 

3 

6 

9 

... 

SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  G.M.T.  at  Henrietta  Park. 


1927 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl, 

May 

June 

JuJy 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  1 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Year 

Mean 

418 

40-0 

46-8 

47-8 

53*6 

560 

61-3 

61-0 

55’9 

51-9 

44 ’4 

37-1 

49-8 

do. Average  2s  yr. 

41-1 

40.8 

42  9 

46-7 

535 

57'3 

61-2 

60  2 

562 

50' 7 

43  I 

41-9 

49-6 

Highest 

52-2 

53' I 

620 

660 

75'T 

76-3 

77’9 

76-s 

70 -8 

665 

62-3 

53'4 

77‘9 

Date... 

26 

21 

20 

21 

8 

16 

10 

4 

I 

2 

2 

22 

Lowest 

206 

20'8 

342 

20-2 

34'6 

3S-6 

46'5 

45-5 

34'5 

336 

28- 1 

20-2 

20*2 

Date 

20 

1 1 

9 

30 

29 

4 

18 

26 

27 

24 

II 

19 

imidity 

87 

87 

78 

70 

69 

68 

80 

80 

83 

87 

87 

85 

80 

Total  in  Inches 

3 ’04 

3-89 

3'32 

1-56 

o'97 

2-93 

3'03 

6-14 

5'48 

2-28 

309 

2-84 

38-57 

No.  Wet  Days  ... 

19 

15 

23 

12 

11 

20 

22 

22 

20 

14 

17 

13 

208 

Mean  of  60  Years 

2-83 

2-31 

2'22 

2’10 

2-03 

2-12 

2-56 

2 89 

2-57 

323 

2-65 

3'3i 

30-82 

Do.  Wet  Days 

14 

14 

14 

^3 

12 

II 

13 

14 

13 

16 

14 

17 

165 

Sunshine  hours 

39’3 

43'8 

1088 

167-2 

196-3 

189  3 

120-5 

157-0 

1135 

89-4 

49‘4 

19-4 

1293-9 

Do.  Mean  25  Yrs. 

48'6 

720 

IIOO 

i59'3 

197-7 

197-4 

1994 

180-5 

146-8 

99-6 

64-0 

403 

1515-5 

• A. 
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